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The backstory
“Climate and social systems are profoundly 
connected, and those connections open up 
solutions that are often overlooked. Some 
initiatives, designed primarily to ensure rights 
and foster equality, also have cascading 
benefits to climate change. They include 
access to high-quality, voluntary reproductive 
healthcare.”  
Project Drawdown

There is an opportunity to invest in and have 
impact at the intersection between women’s 
health and climate. 

Women’s mortality rates are higher during 
climate related hazards, and climate events 
exacerbate existing gender disparities around 
reproductive health, education, early marriage, 
gender-based violence, and socioeconomic 
status. Sexual and reproductive health are long-
term climate adaptation strategy with enormous 
benefits for women and girls’ well-being. Yet, 
decisionmakers hesitate to link reproductive 
health and climate.1 How can we advance 
reproductive health as a “win-win” for women 
and our climate?  

Engaging women in decision-making that 
includes sexual and reproductive health and 
rights can be a health and climate solution.2 
Higher levels of bodily autonomy mean women 
have more control over their own lives, and 
boosts their resilience.

The Case for Her, a philanthropic investment 
portfolio addressing key women’s health issues, 
is teaming up with Project Drawdown, the 
world’s leading resource for climate solutions, to 
bring this topic to the forefront.

What’s the challenge?
Develop a campaign that challenges 
government, policymakers, civil society, and/
or funders to invest in and support sexual and 
reproductive health and rights as an opportunity 
to address rights-based health needs and the 
climate crisis at local, regional, national, and 
global levels. 

How this campaign lives and breathes is 
completely up to you. The spaces you choose 
to advocate in should be relevant to the 
organisations you are targeting, and whether 
you pick a hyper-local activation, or a national 
or global campaign, you should consider how 
it might gain traction around the world, without 
costing the earth (figuratively and literally…).

Who are we talking to?
People who have the power to make a 
difference. Where they are based is up to you, 
you can choose your country or focus at the 
global level.

You should consider that experts and 
decisionmakers in this space may understand 
these issues well but hesitate to link them. How 
can you speak to people and get them on board 
to help address two critical issues of our time, 
reproductive health and climate?

Things to think about

Get seen 
Be strategic about where you place your 
campaign. How can you grab your audience’s 
attention and keep it? If your audience would 
typically ignore these issues, how can you 
make it impossible to avoid?

Channel the breadth 
Your response should seek to integrate a 
broad range of sexual and reproductive 
health and rights interventions. Yes, 
contraception is a big part of it, but there’s a 
lot more to it. Ensuring everyone can access 
the education they deserve and need, 
including comprehensive sexual education, 
is vital. As is wider access to sexual and 
reproductive health services, including things 
like safe abortion care, vaginal health care, 
prevention of sexually transmitted infections, 
and the treatment and prevention of  
HIV and AIDS.  

Be long lasting 
Yes, you need to be relevant, credible and 
distinctive. But how can your idea help The 
Case for Her and Project Drawdown make 
sexual and reproductive health rights and 
climate a key item on the agenda not just 
today, but into the future too?

The important stuff
Your idea must culminate in an integrated 
campaign that speaks directly to the audience 
you have selected, whilst also encouraging 
international attention. 

Present:

Your solution. Clearly explain your idea and how 
it would work.

Your creative process. How you arrived at your 
solution and key insights from your research.

What and How to Submit: Read Preparing 
Your Entries before you get started for full 
format guidelines.

Main (essential):

Present your solution and process using either 
a presentation video (max. 2 min) OR JPEG 
slides (max. 8).

Optional (judges may view this if they wish):

If your presentation is JPEGs, you can also 
submit a video (max. 1 min total); if your main 
piece is video, you can also submit JPEGs  
(max. 4).
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Helpful Links

Drawdown Lift 
drawdown.org/drawdown-lift

Starrs, A.M., Ezeh, A.C., Barker, G., et al. (2018). 
Accelerate progress – sexual and reproductive 
health and rights for all: Report of the 
Guttmacher– Lancet Commission. The Lancet, 
391, 2642–2692.  
doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(18)30293-9

Climate change and women’s health: A scoping 
review, Desai & Zhang, 2021 
agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/
full/10.1029/2021GH000386

Climate change and women’s health: Impacts 
and policy directions, Sorensen, Murray, Lemery 
& Balbus, 2018 
journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/
article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002603

Price, R.A. (2020). The Linkages Between 
Population Change and Climate Change in 
Africa, K4D Helpdesk Report 900, Brighton, UK: 
Institute of Development Studies:  
opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/
handle/20.500.12413/15835

Position Statement by The American College 
of Obstetricians and Gynecologists on Climate 
Change and Women’s Health 
acog.org/clinical-information/policy-and-position-
statements/position-statements/2018/climate-
change-and-womens-health 

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 
(SRHR) is a Climate Issue: Recommendations 
for U.S Foreign Policy and Assistance, ICRW and 
WEDO, 2021: 
reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/
ICRW_SRHR-is-a-Climate-Issue_04.22.pdf

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 
in National Adaptation Plan (NAP) Processes: 
Exploring a pathway for realizing rights and 
resilience., International Institute for Sustainable 
Development, 2021.  
napglobalnetwork.org/resource/srhr-in-nap-
processes

The link between climate change and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, Women Deliver, 
2021 
womendeliver.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/Climate-Change-Report-1.pdf

References:

1. who.int/globalchange/
GenderClimateChangeHealthfinal.pdf

2. journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/
article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002603

Further Information

To help you on your way with understanding the 
wider scope of the issues at hand, The Case 
for Her and Project Drawdown have provided a 
number of resources to help you discover more:

Key definitions:

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 
(SRHR): The Guttmacher-Lancet Commission 
on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights 
defines SRHR as “the state of physical, 
emotional, mental, and social well-being in 
relation to sexuality and reproduction, not merely 
the absence of disease, dysfunction, or infirmity.” 
This SRHR definition is grounded in human rights, 
and more specifically, the right to health as 
defined by the World Health Organization.  
apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/hand
le/10665/258738/9789241512886-eng.
pdf?sequence=1

Adaptation (to climate change): “Process of 
adjustment to actual or expected climate and 
its effects, in order to moderate harm or exploit 
beneficial opportunities.” (IPCC. Annex I: Glossary. 
[Matthews, J.B.R. (ed.)]. In V. Masson-Delmotte etal. 
(Eds.) 

Drawdown: the future point in time when levels 
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere stop 
climbing and start to steadily decline (Project 
Drawdown). 

Resilience (to climate change): “The capacity 
of social, economic, and environmental systems 
to cope with a hazardous event, or trend, or 
disturbance, responding or reorganizing inways 
that maintain their essential function, identity, 
and structure, while alsomaintaining the capacity 
for adaptation, learning, and transformation.” 
(IPCC. Annex I: Glossary. [Matthews, J.B.R. (ed.)]. In 
V. Masson-Delmotte etal. (Eds.)

Global Warming of 1.5°C: An IPCC Special 
Report on the impacts of global warming of 
1.5°C above pre-industrial levels and related 
global greenhouse gas emission pathways, in 
the context of strengthening the global response 
to the threat of climate change, sustainable 
development, and efforts to eradicate poverty. 
(Geneva: Intergovernmental Panelon Climate 
Change, 2018).

Climate Solutions 101: A set of six free online 
courses on climate solutions, presented in video 
units and in-depth conversations, that combines 
Project Drawdown’s trusted resources with the 
expertise of several inspiring voices from around 
the world. (Project Drawdown).
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